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than 15 minutes in which to answer an ordi-
nary rollcall vote or quorum call The rule
obviously establishes 15 minutes as a mini-
mum. Still, with the cooperation of the
Members, a vote can easily be completed in
that time. The events of October 30, 1991,
stand out as proof of this point. On that oc-
casion, the House was considering a bill in
the Committee of the Whole under a special
rule that placed an overall time limit on the
amendment process, including the time
consumed by rollcalls. The Chair announced,
and then strictly enforced, a policy of clos-
ing electronic votes as soon as possible after
the guaranteed period of 15 minutes. Mem-
bers appreciated and cooperated with the
Chair’s enforcement of the policy on that oc-
casion.

The Chair desires that the example of Oc-
tober 30, 1991, be made the regular practice of
the House. To that end, the Chair enlists the
assistance of all Members in avoiding the un-
necessary loss of time in conducting the
business of the House. The Chair encourages
all Members to depart for the Chamber
promptly upon the appropriate bell and light
signal. As in recent Congresses, the cloak-
rooms should not forward to the Chair re-
quests to hold a vote by electronic device,
but should simply apprise inquiring Members
of the time remaining on the voting clock.

Although no occupant of the Chamber
would prevent a Member who is in the well of
the Chamber before the announcement of the
result from casting his or her vote, each oc-
cupant of the Chair will have the full support
of the Speaker in striving to close each elec-
tronic vote at the earliest opportunity.
Members should not rely on signals relayed
from outside the Chamber to assume that
votes will be held open until they arrive in
the Chamber.

7. USE OF HANDOUTS ON HOUSE FLOOR

The Speaker’s policy announced on Sep-
tember 27, 1995, will continue through 105th
Congress.

The SPEAKER. A recent misuse of hand-
outs on the floor of the House has been
called to the attention of the Chair and the
House. At the bipartisan request of the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Conduct, the
Chair announces that all handouts distrib-
uted on or adjacent to the House floor by
Members during House proceedings must
bear the name of the Member authorizing
their distribution. In addition, the content of
those materials must comport with stand-
ards of propriety applicable to words spoken
in debate or inserted in the Record. Failure
to comply with this admonition may con-
stitute a breach of decorum and may give
rise to a question of privilege.

The Chair would also remind Members that
pursuant to clause 4, rule XXXII, staff are
prohibited from engaging in efforts in the
Hall of the House or rooms leading thereto
to influence Members with regard to the leg-
islation being amended. Staff cannot distrib-
ute handouts.

In order to enhance the quality of debate
in the House, the Chair would ask Members
to minimize the use of handouts.

f

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBERS OF
THE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to
the provisions of 40 United States Code
175 and 176, the Chair appoints the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. ARMEY] and
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr.
GEPHARDT] as Members of the House

Office Building Commission to serve
with himself.

f

APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTOR
GENERAL FOR THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE
105TH CONGRESS

The Chair announces, pursuant to the
provisions of section 2 of rule VI, the
Speaker, majority leader, and minority
leader jointly appoint Mr. John W.
Lainhart, IV, to the position of inspec-
tor general for the House of Represent-
atives for the 105th Congress.

f

A FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

A further message in writing from
the President of the United States was
communicated to the House by Mr.
Edwin Thomas, one of his secretaries.

f

BIENNIAL REPORT ON HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS TRANSPORTATION
FOR CALENDAR YEARS 1994–95—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with Public Law 103–

272, as amended (49 U.S.C. 5121(e)), I
transmit herewith the Biennial Report
on Hazardous Materials Transportation
for Calendar Years 1994–1995 of the De-
partment of Transportation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 7, 1997.

f

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, 1995—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Banking and Financial Services.

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the requirements of 42

U.S.C. 3536, I transmit herewith the
31st Annual Report of the Department
of Housing and Urban Development,
which covers calendar year 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 7, 1997.

f

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY, 1994 AND
1995—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message

from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Commerce.

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements

of section 657 of the Department of En-
ergy Organization Act (Public Law 95–
91; 42 U.S.C. 7267), I transmit herewith
the Annual Report of the Department
of Energy, which covers the years 1994
and 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 7, 1997.

f

WAIVER FROM CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS RELATING TO THE AP-
POINTMENT OF UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DREIER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means and or-
dered printed.

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit herewith for

your immediate consideration and en-
actment legislation to provide a waiver
from certain provisions relating to the
appointment of the United States
Trade Representative.

This draft bill would authorize the
President, acting by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, to ap-
point Charlene Barshefsky as the Unit-
ed States Trade Representative, not-
withstanding any limitations imposed
by certain provisions of law. The Lob-
bying Disclosure Act of 1995 amended
the provisions of the Trade Act of 1974
regarding the appointment of the Unit-
ed States Trade Representative and the
Deputy United States Trade Represent-
atives by imposing certain limitations
on their appointment. These limita-
tions only became effective with re-
spect to the appointment of the United
States Trade Representative and Dep-
uty United States Trade Representa-
tives on January 1, 1996, and do not
apply to individuals who were serving
in one of those positions on that date
and continue to serve in them. Because
Charlene Barshefsky was appointed
Deputy United States Trade Represent-
ative on May 28, 1993, and has contin-
ued to serve in that position since
then, the limitations in the Lobbying
Disclosure Act, which became effective
on January 1, 1996, do not apply to her
in her capacity as Deputy United
States Trade Representative and it is
appropriate that they not apply to her
if she is appointed to be the United
States Trade Representative.

I have today nominated Charlene
Barshefsky to be the next United
States Trade Representative. She has
done an outstanding job as Deputy
United States Trade Representative
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